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Investigating the Sixth Semester Students’ Knowledge of Speech Act: A Collective Response from EFL students of
Class B at University of Islam Malang
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An utterance may constitute act. Hence, performing acts through speech are commonly committed by people
currently; it is no exception for the EFL students. Some linguists assert that learning communicative competence is of
great importance in communication including the act of speaking in the social context. This study was carried out to
investigate the students’ acquaintances with speech act. A survey was conducted in this study so as to know their
acquaintances with speech act. This study focused on the divisions of speech act including locutionary act,
illocutionary act, perlocutionary act, and direct and indirect speech act. The data resource was the sixth semester
students of class B at University of Islam Malang majoring in English Education Program. A questionnaire was
distributed to know if they have an acquaintance with the speech act. The data was analyzed with descriptive
statistics after being collected. The findings revealed that the students still committed errors towards the speech act
competence. They, a considerable part, did not know parts of speech act which is salient to recognize. For this
reason, the researcher expects that the students will be capable of recognizing more on speech act by learning either
.from this paper or from other resources regarding speech act learning
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