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This	 article	 discusses	 how	 energy	 diplomacy	 is	 used	 in	 today’s	 world	 to	 secure	 and	 promote	 the	 national	 and
international	security	of	nations.	 It	 focuses	on	 the	case	of	 Iran	as	a	major	energy	power.	 It	will	be	argued	 that	 the
emergence	of	energy	as	one	of	the	main	global	concerns	on	the	one	hand	and	the	emergence	of	multi-polarity	in	the
wake	of	the	demise	of	the	Cold	War	on	the	other,	have	provided	a	foundation	for	the	use	of	energy	resources	as	a
new	means	 to	pursue	 the	 international	diplomacy	of	nations.	 In	 this	context,	 the	 isolationist	outlook	 in	 international
politics	advocating	hard	power	as	the	main	anchor	for	a	nation’s	security	is	rejected;	instead	a	new	approach	based
on	the	principles	of	engagement,	participation,	and	partnership	in	the	world’s	mega	trends	is	emphasized	and,	in	fact,
recommended.	It	is	argued	here	that	the	level	and	degree	of	the	meaningful	role	a	country	plays	in	the	current	world
affairs	and	also	in	contributing	to	shaping	the	prospective	international	system	is	directly	correlated	with	the	level	and
degree	 of	 safety	 and	 security	 it	 would	 be	 able	 to	 secure	 for	 itself.;	 In	 this	 vein,	 the	 traditional	 as	well	 as	modern
outlooks	in	Iran’s	energy	diplomacy	will	be	briefly	examined.	While	the	former	views	oil	and	gas	resources	as	a	source
of	 income	 to	 be	 utilized	 –	 primarily	 –	 to	 bankroll	 current	 activities	 and	 hence,	 ignoring	 the	 political	 economy
considerations	of	energy,	the	latter,	fully	cognizant	of	such	considerations,	is	based	on	the	new	vision	of	engagement
and	 partnership	 with	 global	 partners	 and	 calls	 for	 adoption	 of	 a	 comprehensive	 energy	 plan	 that	 addresses	 both
domestic	and	international	concerns	of	this	sector.;	Based	on	authentic	empirical	evidence,	the	article	argues	that	Iran
is	 well	 suited	 to	 utilize	 its	 oil	 and	 gas	 resources	 and	 capacities	 in	 a	 manner	 to	 secure	 an	 appropriate	 place
commensurate	with	its	true	potential	and	play	a	meaningful	role	in	the	international	community.	Achievement	of	such

;.a	position	will	undoubtedly	contribute	to	the	consolidation	of	the	national	and	international	security	of	Iran
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