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Indo-Israel Relations and the Iranian Factor
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India and lIsrael share many common characteristics such as having emerged from a colonial past of the British
Empire, and having a parliamentary system which encompasses moderate and radical forces. In spite of this shared
background, for nearly four decades, India did not show interest in establishing complete diplomatic relations with
Israel, and in general supported and voted for defense of the Palestinians and the Arab Middle-Eastern governments
and for condemnation of Israel in world bodies such as the United Nations. However the broad changes in the world
stage arising in the 144<’s such as the break-up of the Soviet Union, the occupation of Kuwait by Iraq and the
subsequent crisis in the Middle-East, the rise of the price of oil, the reduction in the remittances sent back to India by
the returning Indian workers from Arab countries, and also the change of the political climate in India, the increase in
support for the right wing (B J P) all changed the direction of the attitudes of most Indian politicians towards Israel. But
.developing Indo-Israel relations does not affect Indo- Iran’s relations
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