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The	 Israel	 lobby	 in	 Washington	 is	 a	 network	 of	 organizations	 and	 community	 groups	 dedicated	 to	 influencing
American	 policy	 towards	 the	 Middle	 East.	 Their	 success	 and	 access	 has	 made	 them	 the	 model	 for	 lobbies	 on
Washington’s	Capitol	Hill	and	US	Government.	Long	known	for	successfully	influencing	American	policy	towards	the
Middle	East,	the	lobby	now	faces	its	strongest	challenge	in	history	at	a	time	when	it	is	also	facing	what	it	considers	a
historically	 significant	 issue.	 The	 interim	 accord	 between	 Iran	 and	 members	 of	 the	 P۵+۱	 have	 led	 to	 turmoil	 in
Washington	over	the	wisdom	and	plausibility	of	President	Obama’s	diplomatic	approach	and	about	the	softening	of	the
current	US	posture	towards	Iran.	In	this	debate,	powerful	conservative	groups,	a	number	of	key	Democrats,	and	the
Israel	 lobby	have	been	pit	against	progressive	groups	and	Democratic	elected	officials	 in	the	Senate	and	the	White
House.	In	this	article,	I	will	briefly	look	at	the	history	of	the	Israel	lobby	in	America	and	explore	its	evolution	as	well	as
investigate	the	factors	that,	over	time,	caused	it	to	take	on	a	hard-line	posture	and	drift	towards	the	right.	I	will	explore
the	tactics	and	strategies	that	the	Israel	 lobby	–	the	America	Israel	Public	Affairs	Committee	(AIPAC)	in	particular	–
has	 undertaken	 to	 influence	 the	 outcome	 of	 events	 and	 undermine	 the	 possibility	 of	 diplomatic	 conflict	 resolution.
Finally,	I	will	examine	the	pitfalls	and	challenges	hard-line	pro-Israel	groups	face	in	effectively	pursuing	these	policies

.and	the	long	term	harm	they	expose	themselves	to	in	alienating	progressive	and	pro-peace	groups
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