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Religion	is	a	kind	of	relationship	that	links	the	human	to	the	divine.	Philosophically	speaking,	it	is	the	manifestation	of
the	human	quest	of	happiness,	where	the	latter	is	eternal	and	certain	only	when	linked	to	some	being	beyond	all	the
finiteness	of	 this	world.	 In	 this	 context,	 violence	appears	 to	be	a	distortion	where	 the	human	strive	 for	being	more
becomes	a	selfish	 taking	attitude,	where	being	more	 is	understood	as	being	all.	This	selfishness	 takes	 the	 form	of
rejecting	otherness	as	a	whole,	which	becomes	a	rejection	of	the	feminine	value	in	a	world	supposed	to	be	governed
by	the	masculine	power.	But	complementarity	between	men	and	women	is	a	fact	to	be	emphasized	in	all	aspects	of
life,	 and	 since	 religion	 is	 the	 human	 quest	 for	 perfection,	 where	 life	 is	 found	 abundantly,	 it	 cannot	 but	 take	 into
consideration	both	aspects	of	humanity	 in	 relationship	with	 the	divine.	After	all,	humans	were	created	as	men	and
women,	and	any	 tentative	 to	disturb	 that	order	 in	creation	by	undervaluing	an	aspect	of	humanity	would	end	up	 in
violence.	A	common	aspect	of	violent	patterns	is	the	marginalization	of	women’s	role	in	decision	making	and	in	social
development,	not	to	mention	the	scandalizing	marginalization	of	women	in	religious	leadership.	Here	the	distribution
of	roles	between	men	and	women	becomes	a	very	important	field	for	research.	The	paper	shows	the	importance	of
the	 feminine	 role	 in	 religion,	 while	 focusing	 on	 the	 feminine	 role	 in	 avoiding	 violence,	 mostly	 in	 the	 monotheistic
religions.	 The	 feminine	 role	 is	 to	 be	 explored	 on	 the	 anthropological	 level	 as	 well	 as	 the	 psychological	 and
metaphysical	levels.	The	feminine	is	an	essential	aspect	of	our	humanity,	and	we	can	only	get	in	touch	with	it	through
the	active	role	of	women.	The	paper	draws	our	attention	to	the	confusion	between	the	symbolic	aspect	of	receptivity,
associated	to	the	feminine,	and	the	passivity	 imposed	on	women	by	some	misunderstanding	of	religious	passages,
which	minimizes	the	role	of	women.	Women	have	an	important	role	in	protecting	and	nurturing	humanity,	making	sure
the	religious	path	develops	 into	an	environment	where	empathy	and	forgiveness	are	promoted,	which	 is	a	religious

.message	that	prevents	violence,	and	helps	religion	fulfill	its	purpose
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