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Binary Pairs of Yin/ Yang and Body / Soul in Xiao Yao’s Chaotic Sword God
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In recent years we are faced with an ever-growing popularity of the English translation of Chinese web novels. These
novels have a glamorous attraction for most readers because of the different cultural backgrounds of thier writers. This
paper analyzes one of the most popular Chinese web-novels in the English world, Xiao Yao’'s Chaotic Sword God
(Y=19). The theoretical framework is informed by Derrida’s (1AY) views, Foucault’s (\aY®) concepts of body/ soul, and
Carrette’s (Yoo¥) reorganization of Foucauldian notions of corporal soul and embodied religion. It aims to demonstrate
how Xiao Yao exploits the seemingly opposing binary concepts such as yin / yang or body / soul. By dissolving the
surface oppositions between the pairs, Xiao Yao introduces a state of harmony and balance which seems to be the
key in understanding some of the novel’s central ideas like cultivation, human, god(ly) and evil akin to many other
Chinese web novels. After deciphering Xiao Yao’s strategy in presenting the mentioned concepts, and demonstrating
how Chaotic Sword God can be linked to Foucault’s theories on the embodiment of religion, the main themes are
revealed: the war between the Saint Universe and the Immortal World and the resulting inner conflict in the
protagonist, Jian Chen. Finally, the paper concludes that the main themes of the novel, are politically significant since
.itis closely connected to USA- China relationship
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