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Extended abstract \. INTRODUCTION The northwest region of Isfahan province is one of the geographical centers of
Iran indicating the need for creation of an economic resource as an agricultural complement due to its significant
features similar to those of the dry areas. As an example of rural unsustainability due to various natural and human
factors, this region has problems including the relative deprivation of the rural districts in this region despite the high
environmental potential, climate fluctuations and especially severe drought in recent years, and its negative
consequences in economic and social structure of the region, the young structure of the region and the lack of
productive employment platforms for them, and finally, the degradation of the villagers' life quality. Therefore, the
present study was conducted to answer the question of what the optimal rural development strategies are in the
northwest of Isfahan province in order to identify the best development strategy for sustainable development and
facilitate sustainable rural development planning in the regions by the prioritization of other strategies. Y.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK Rural development strategies and models are classified into three general groups:
technocratic, reformist, and radical. Each of these groups has numerous approaches and strategies. In this regard,
sustainable development approach can be considered as a development process which is economically dynamic and
productive, environmentally non-destructive, socially fair and acceptable, and technologically appropriate and
desirable. Nowadays, paying attention to sustainable rural development is imperative in many plans. Five prerequisites
for the success of sustainable rural development are as follows: a) Process attitude to education, b) Prioritizing
people, ¢) Security, law, and protection of individuals' rights and their resources, d) Sustainability through self-esteem
& e) Actualizing talents, commitment, and its continuity in administrators. ¥. METHODOLOGY In the present study,
Delphi technique was used to determine the sustainable development strategies consistent with the features of the
northwest region of Isfahan province. A total of V. panelists were thus selected based on their expertise and according
to specific circumstances by purposive judgmental sampling. At this stage, top 1o strategies were selected from 1A.
Experts' views and Delphi technique were utilized to determine the criteria and sub-criteria. Therefore, indices for the
.. optimal sustainable development strategy in the northwest villages o
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