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In	 this	 research,	 it	was	 tried	 to	 follow	 the	 recent	Political	Discourse	Analysis	 (PDA)	approaches	 that	map	 text	over
relevant	context	as	supported	by	Van	Dijk	(۲۰۰۶).	The	main	intention	is	to	look	at	political	discourse	via	the	lenses	of
PDA	 to	 see	 whether	 ideologies	 and	 power	 relations	 of	 interlocutors	 in	 the	 target	 setting	 of	 this	 study	 could	 have
possibly	been	aligned	with	 linguistic	elements	 -here	 rhetorical	devices-	and	 to	see	 to	what	extent	such	 text-context
mapping	is	recognized	as	relevant	to	language	tools	within	the	selected	datasets.	Accordingly,	the	researcher	tried	to
follow	a	sample	of	political	talk	-live	۲۰۰۸	US	presidential	debates-	between	two	republic	vs.	democratic	campaigns.	To
do	 so,	 some	 political	 strategies	 for	 argumentation	 including	 Van	 Dijk’s	 model	 representing	 'Authority',	 'Topos	 or
burden',	 'Future	 Representations’,	 ‘Comparison',	 'Consensus',	 'Counterfactuals',	 'Populism’,	 'Generalizations',	 and
'Number	 Games'	 were	 mapped	 over	 some	 linguistic	 rhetorical	 devices	 such	 as	 ‘Metaphor’,	 ‘Hyperbole’,	 ‘Irony’,
‘Euphemism’,	etc.		The	common	discoursal	moves	in	Obama’s	vs.	McCain's	speech	statements	were	compared	and
contrasted	 among	 similar	 strategies	 to	 find	 any	 emergent	 rhetorical	 devices.	 Findings	 indicate	 that	 ۱)	 the	 political
candidates	had	made	use	of	rhetorical	and	political	moves	in	tandem	within	the	same	propositional	units,	۲)	some	of
the	employed	discourse	devices	were	paralleled	with	the	majority	of	political	strategies	like	Repetition	and	Metaphor,
	.’and	۳)	some	political	strategies	had	been	used	to	excess	like	'Comparison’,	'Populism',	and	'Future	Representation
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