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Conceptual Development of the Survival Vehicle: A Mechanism to Promote Resilience and Productivity of Relief
Forces in Iran
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INTRODUCTION: The major events occurring in recent decades have demonstrated that human societies are
constantly affected by disasters which have always posed a threat to people's lives and properties. The present study
aimed to introduce and expand the concept and capacities of "the survival vehicle" in Iran. This descriptive case study
was conducted based on an applied research design. METHODS: This descriptive case study was conducted based
on an applied research design. The library research method was used to develop theoretical backgrounds, and to
collect information, the field method was employed with observation and researcher's information. FINDINGS:
Considering that rescue forces have to be present at the scene of the disaster for consecutive days and weeks, they
are directly exposed to threats, injuries, shortages, and problems as affected people are. Therefore, rescue experts
and the Rapid Reaction Team of the Red Crescent Society of Kurdistan Province embarked on designing and using a
vehicle called "Survival vehicle" taking into account the priorities in the affected area. This vehicle maintains the
strength and motivation of relief forces by meeting their basic needs. Moreover, it increases the productivity of the
relief forces and facilitates disaster management by strengthening the resilience of relief workers. CONCLUSION: As
evidenced by the results of the present study, the use of the survival vehicle brings about numerous positive
advantages for the members of the Red Crescent rapid response team, as well as relief and operational teams, at the
.time of crises
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