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The	 success	 of	 Developmental	 State	 in	 East	 Asia	 once	 again	 has	 proved	 the	 role	 of	 the	 state	 in	 the	 process	 of
development	and	shed	light	on	the	weakness	of	Neoclassic	theories	in	their	emphasis	on	the	role	of	the	market	as	a
balancing	force.	One	of	the	necessary	variables	for	the	formation	of	a	developmental	state	is	the	international	context.
Like	many	states	in	East	Asia,	the	path	toward	development	in	post-revolution	Iran	seems	to	be	through	the	formation
of	 a	 developmental	 state	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	 existing	 international	 system.	 But	 the	 reality	 is	 something	 different.
Therefore,	the	objectives	of	the	present	paper	are	۱	-	to	study	the	relationship	between	the	international	context	and
formation	of	the	developmental	state	in	Iran;	۲	–	to	study	the	role	of	the	United	States	in	the	process	of	formation	of	the
developmental	state	in	Iran;	۳	–	to	study	the	means	the	US	has	employed	to	block	the	formation	of	a	developmental
state	in	Iran;	and,	۴	–	to	study	the	role	of	Iran’s	foreign	policy	behavior	in	the	formation	of	the	developmental	state.	The
main	 question	 of	 the	 present	 paper	 is	 what	 are	 the	 international	 obstacles	 to	 the	 formation	 of	 a	 developmental
government	in	the	Islamic	Republic	of	Iran?	The	main	hypothesis	of	this	paper	is:	International	context,	US	hegemonic
status	 in	 the	 international	 system,	and	various	political	 and	economic	obstacles	and	sanctions	 imposed	by	 the	US
have	 prevented	 the	 formation	 of	 a	 developmental	 government	 in	 the	 Islamic	Republic	 of	 Iran.	 The	 findings	 of	 the
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