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: هلاقم 	 هصلاخ
Teaching	practices	are	believed	to	be	a	determining	factor	in	educational	systems.	For	over	two	decades,	the	Ministry
of	Education	(MOE)	 in	 Iran	has	been	organizing	Top	Model	Teaching	Festivals	 to	address	 the	changes	required	 to
promote	English	teachers'	professional	development.	Considering	the	high	amounts	of	investment	in	such	programs
and	 their	 impacts	 on	 teaching	 and	 sustainable	 learning,	 this	 study	 probed	 into	 how	 the	 award-winning	 teachers
critically	view	and	evaluate	the	efficacy	of	such	nationwide	festivals.	To	this	end,	ten	award-winning	EFL	teachers	in
the	 festivals	were	 interviewed	using	a	semi-structured	 interview	protocol	 to	qualitatively	elicit	 their	attitudes	 towards
the	program.	The	results	obtained	from	the	content	analysis	of	 the	 interview	transcripts	revealed	that	such	festivals
have	not	adequately	 fulfilled	 their	main	objective,	which	 is	 to	 improve	the	 teaching	quality	and	potential	of	 teachers
and	promote	 their	professional	development.	Thus,	 the	study	calls	 for	a	 reassessment	of	 the	effectiveness	of	such

						.programs	to	find	alternative	ways	for	empowering	teachers
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