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Telecardiology and its outcome among patients with implantable cardiac devices during COVID-14 pandemic
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BACKGROUND: During ongoing coronavirus disease Y-11 (COVID-\4) pandemic, social isolation and lockdown
measures were implemented to prevent spread of virus which created enormous challenges to patient healthcare. In
order to overcome these challenges, teleconsultation (telecardiology) was initiated. Objective of this study was to
assess outcome of telecardiology using audio/visual/audio-visual consultation among patients with implantable
cardiac devices.METHODS: Telecardiology was performed (either physician-initiated or patient-initiated) among Yoo
patients over a five-month period (July W to December W, YoV¥o) to review health status of patients to decide further
course of treatment and to access their satisfaction level with telecardiology.RESULTS: Teleconsultation was



cardiologist- and patient-initiated in 1oFY (A7.A%) and \0A (\W.Y%) cases, respectively. WY (3¥.¥%) patients were stable,
while scheduled admission, urgent hospitalization, and death were noted in Yo (1.A%), 0 (¥.9%), and \A (1.0%)
patients, respectively. Next visit was rescheduled in AA% (AY.¥Y%), while WY (1..5%) were called earlier because of
battery depletion. Majority (n = oYY, A3.A%) were satisfied. CONCLUSION: Telecardiolgy is an effective option during
COVID-11 to minimize interpersonal contact, spread of disease, psychological stress, and burden on already stretched
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