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Zahra	 Khaza'I,	 Nasrin	 Ramadan	 The	 present	 paper	 reviews	 and	 analyzes	 Plato's	 view	 on	 moral	 development.	 	
Although	contemporary	psychologists	conducted	the	first	scientific	research	on	moral	development	and	its	relationship
with	 intellectual	 development,	 historical	 evidence	shows	 that	 it	was	Plato	who	 first	 discussed	 the	concept	of	moral
development	and	 its	 relationship	with	 intellectual	 development.	As	a	 virtue-oriented	philosopher,	Plata	explains	his
theory	about	moral	and	epistemic	development	through	a	normative	perspective	and	regards	moral	development	as
the	result	of	multilateral	development	of	man's	existential	dimensions,	while	psychologists	descriptively	discuss	about
the	way	of	mind	development,	man's	moral	judgments	and	their	interrelationships.	Considering	virtues	as	the	thrust	of
his	 theory,	Plato	 tries	 to	 promote	 personal	 character	 by	 using	 the	methods	which	 are	 based	on	 suggestion,	 habit,
imitating	models	and	narrating	exemplary	narrations	in	low	stages	of	education,	and	deal	with	the	development	of	the
power	of	thinking	and	vision	through	teaching	mathematics	and	dialectic	in	higher	stages,	so	that	an	individual	will	be
capable	to	differentiate	correct	from	incorrect	and	actualize	the	correct.	The	present	paper	seeks	to	study	the	nature
of	moral	development	in	Plato's	view	based	on	his	moral	and	epistemic	theory,	and	elaborate	on	the	most	important

		.philosophical	foundations,	principles,	factors	and	methods	of	his	educational	method
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