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With	 its	 prevalence	 as	 a	 global	 language,	 universities	 in	 Vietnam	 have	 striven	 to	 enhance	 students’	 proficiency	 in
English.	This	endeavor	responds	to	the	language	requirements	set	by	Vietnamese	Ministry	of	Education	and	Training
(MoET),	 the	prominence	of	English	as	a	medium	of	 instruction	 in	higher	education,	and	 the	necessity	of	preparing
students	 for	 better	 employability.	 This	 study	 focuses	 on	 General	 English	 programs	 currently	 deployed	 in	 most
universities	in	Vietnam	in	terms	of	expected	learning	outcomes,	course	design	and	assessment	practices.	Drawing	on
document	analysis,	it	examines	the	General	English	program	of	a	public	university	and	a	private	one	in	Ho	Chi	Minh
City	 in	 relation	 to	 these	 three	 components.	 Findings	 show	 that	 these	 universities	 conformed	 to	 MoET’s	 policy	 on
language	 education	 but	 developed	 different	 approaches	 to	 language	 program	 design	 and	 assessment	 in	 order	 to
achieve	 their	 respective	 learning	 outcomes	 and	 ensure	 the	 quality	 of	 language	 learning	 and	 teaching	 in	 their	 own
contexts.	This	study	provides	course	designers,	coordinators	and	language	teachers	with	in-depth	understandings	of
the	deployment	of	General	English	programs	and	the	theoretical	bases	underpinning	such	processes.	These	insights
will	 enable	 them	 to	become	more	aware	of	 the	elements	 constituting	 such	programs	and	 the	 considerations	 to	be

		.taken	in	updating	and	innovating	the	language	curricula
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