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Identifying the Mobility Patterns of Human Societies in the Hawraman Cultural Landscape Based on the
Ethnoarchaeological Approach
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The lifeways of mobile human societies are a field investigated by anthropologists and archaeologists. Mobility is
considered an effective way of foraging and resource production among human societies (for hunter-gatherers,
pastoralists, and farmers, respectively). Various classifications regarding the mobility patterns of human societies have
been proposed so far. As of today, the majority of archaeologists use Murdock’s multi-purpose classification which
divided mobile human societies into four groups: (1) Nomadic societies, (¥) semi-nomadic societies, (¥*) semi-
sedentary societies, and (F) sedentary societies. But some societies have characteristics that do not allow them to be
placed in one of these groups. For identification of these unclearly defined societies, the authors will refer to & criteria
of demographic dimensions: Mobility, number of movements, movement distance, residential criteria, and lifeway. For
instance, it was not until Yoo that archaeologists began to recognize the intermediate trajectory of nomadic
pastoralism from early village-based herding to the formation of full-fledged pastoralism in the western part of Central
Zagros. Extensive study of pastoralist communities, however, can be used for the identification of several intermediate
stages of the & criteria. Current archaeological evidence in most of the early Neolithic sites in Central Zagros such as
Qazanchi, Sheikhi Abad, Sarab, Asiab, and Guran, unlike the Levant region which was settled in the Epipaleolithic
(Natufian) period, indicates that these sites are seasonal. So how can we explain the mobility of human societies in
the proto-Neolithic period of Zagros? As a result, the authors try to use these criteria to identify the intermediate stages
of sedentarism in Zagros, from mobile societies in the Epipaleolithic period to sedentary societies in the late Neolithic
period. For this purpose, the authors have studied the mobility patterns and residential criteria of human societies in
the cultural landscape of Hawraman. The research was conducted in two seasons, in the summer of Yo\# and the
summer of YolA, respectively. At first glance, the patterns of mobility and lifeways of human societies seemed
homogeneous and identical in the cultural landscape of Hawraman. But with a deeper analysis, Four main mobility
patterns were identified. The patterns include (1) single-stage agriculturalist residential mobility in Koh-e-Takht, (V)
multistage pastoralist residential mobility in Kosalan and Shahu Mountain, (W) logistical mobility (transhumance) in
.. Javeh River, and (F) logistica
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