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Linguatula	serrata	is	one	of	well-known	members	of	Pentastomida	which	infects	both	humans	and	animals.	The	aim	of
this	 study	 was	 to	 evaluate	 the	 prevalence	 of	 L.	 serrata	 in	 mesenteric	 lymph	 nodes,	 livers	 and	 lungs	 of	 goats
slaughtered	in	Tabriz	area,	Iran.	Mesenteric	lymph	nodes	(MLNs),	livers	and	lungs	of	۲۸۰	goats	slaughtered	in	Tabriz,
North-west	of	 Iran	were	 investigated	 for	nymphs	of	L.	 serrata	 from	September	۲۰۰۹	 to	September	۲۰۱۰.	The	organs
were	examined	macroscopically	and	then	a	tissue	digestion	method	was	also	done	for	investigation	of	liver	and	lung	of
the	goats	that	were	infected	MLN.	The	liver	and	lung	samples	were	mostly	taken	from	the	condemned	and	rejected
part	 of	 organs.	 The	 infection	 rate	 of	 L.	 serrata	 nymphs	 in	 MLNs,	 livers	 and	 lungs	 was	 ۲۷.۱	 %,	 ۲.۸	 %	 and	 ۲.۸	 %
respectively.	The	number	of	 isolated	nymph	in	 infected	lymph	nodes	varied	from	 ۱	 to	۲۲	with	a	mean	of	۷.	Only	one
nymph	 was	 isolated	 from	 each	 infected	 livers	 and	 lungs.	 The	 infection	 rate	 increased	 with	 age	 (P	 <	 ۰.۰۵).	 No
significant	difference	in	different	sex	groups	and	seasons	was	observed	(P	>	۰.۰۵).	Linguatula	infection	occurs	as	an

.endemic	zoonosis	in	the	study	area	and	has	an	active	transmission	life	cycle
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