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M.Y. LERMONTOV'S CULTUROSOPHY: NORTH AND EAST IN THE POET'S ALLEGORICAL POEMS
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The article analyzes Lermontov's allegorical poems in connection with culturosophical problems. These are North,
West and East (South) as the main forces of history. Usually interpreted as reflections of a romantic complex, they are
read on the paths of historical and religious synthesis. The theme of the West was closed by the poet ("The Dying
Gladiator"). The North—East axis became dominant as a desire to learn the spiritual foundations of the East and as an
appeal to the "dear North" with its Christian values. The dramatic complexity of their interaction is analyzed in the
allegorical plots of two meetings — of an oak Leaf with the South ("Leaf") and of a palm branch with the North
("Palestine Branch") — harmony of the traditional world and personal consciousness. As a result, the poems show the
poet's creative possibilities in combining philosophy, religion and art.Extended abstract:The article aims to explore the
allegorical poems of M. Lermontov, and their connection to the culturosophical theme of his late works. Y. Lermontov
directly confessed his love for Russia, referring to it as the "dear North," and expressed a deep admiration for the
"golden East" through a dozen allegorical poems. These works are filled with imaginative historiosophical reflections.
The article focuses on three pivotal poems: "lt's Lonely in the Wild North...", "Leaf", and "Branch of Palestine". The
main forces of history in these verses are the subject of mental and creative comprehension and can be labelled by
four concepts: the North (Russia), the West (Europe, particularly ltaly and Scotland), as well as the East (the Middle
East — the Holy Land, Arabia and Persia), continuing with the concept of the South (which predominantly includes the
Caucasus as the closest region to the Muslim world). The article’'s main issue concerns the interpretation of history's
primary meanings as the North, West, and East (South). Typically, these meanings are viewed as reflecting a
romantic complex, depicting a solitary, suffering wanderer in the world. However, in this article, they are considered to
be expressions of the poet's historiosophical reflections. This approach introduces the study's primary innovation. The
article demonstrates how the theme of the West is explored in the poem "The Dying Gladiator". Lermontov's poetry
shifted towards the North-East axis, with a focus on understanding the spiritual foundations of the East as well as
invoking the Christian values of the "dear North". In his allegorical poems, Lermontov depicted the ideal world of the
.. East through two symbols: th
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