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?Maturity, Freedom of Thought and Emancipation — on Kant’s What Is Enlightenment
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In this essay, [ want to address two main aspects of the arguably central topic of Kant's treatise on Enlightenment, namely maturity : these concern the notion
of the freedom of thought (Section I) and the idea of emancipation that is conveyed by maturity, the fact that it involves a process of growing up to become a
citizen (Section II). Freedom of thought denotes the idea of self-agency which all human beings possess in principle whereas emancipation points to the fact
that maturity is something that is not a matter of course, neither in individual cases nor for society at large. Maturity is not a natural disposition that one
either possesses or not but must be developed. This means that not all human beings are de facto mature always, everywhere and all of the time. That this
situation is not something that is in principle unalterable can be demonstrated by way of assessing Kant's apparent views on women's presumable minority
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