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The Impact of Strategy-Based Instruction via Webfolio Assessment on IELTS Academic Writing of Iranian EFL
Learners
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This study employed webfolio assessment system to investigate how the use of blogs within a portfolio framework in
Iranian EFL writing classes which implemented Strategies-Based Instruction (SBI) affects writing proficiency. For the
purpose of this study, forty five advance female learners were divided into three groups: webfolio (N=11), paper-based
portfolio (N=11) and non- portfolio (N=11) writing classes. Two IELTS academic writing tasks adopted from
Cambridge IELTS 8 were administered as pretest and posttest phase of study to the experimental groups in order to
find the difference in the writing of the learners prior to the treatment and then at the outset of the study. The pre-post
tests were administered along with a writing strategies questionnaire [43] to find the differences in using strategies
before and after the treatment. The difference among the three groups was that the experimental groups received
strategy-based instruction as well, whereas the comparison group did not. Also, the webfolio group utilized weblogs
for their portfolios. Analyzing the performance of webfolio, paper-based portfolio, and the comparison groups showed
that utilizing webfolio assessment system (M=24.32) had significant effect on the writing ability of Iranian EFL learners
in comparison with paper-based portfolio assessing system (M=21.12). Also using writing strategies significantly
.effected on the IELTS academic writing of Iranian EFL learners in comparison with non-strategy based instruction
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