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Communal farmers’ perceptions on the use of indigenous knowledge in controlling ticks and tick-borne disease
(Anaplasmosis) in cattle: a case of Katima rural constituency, Zambezi region Namibia
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Communal farmers in most African countries have used both indigenous and modern knowledge to control ticks and
tick-borne diseases. The aim of this paper is to report on the communal farmers’ perceptions on the use of indigenous
knowledge in controlling ticks and tick-borne diseases (Anaplasmosis) of cattle in the Katima Rural Constituency,
Zambezi Region Namibia. The data was collected using structured questionnaires and analyzed as percentage of the
participants. The results show that 85% of the participants are aware of the existence of ticks and tick-borne diseases
affecting cattle in the study area and this suggests that the problems are evident in the area. It was also found that the
roots, leaves and bark extracts of Muhonono (Terminalia sericia), Mukolotela (Piliostigmathonningii), Muchoko/Itanga
(shrub) and Umbwiti/Ligwatanga (shrub) are often used by the farmers in the ethno-veterinary control of ticks and tick-
borne diseases. This practice is evident among the older age bracket (51 — 70 years), with the 61 — 70 years old
participants indicating complete reliance on the use of ethno-medicine to control their cattle’s ticks and tick-borne
diseases. Even though, there is an existing government policy that compels all farmers to vaccinate their animals
against all sorts of livestock diseases in order to supply healthy meat to the markets, the financial cost of utilizing the
conventional methods appears to be beyond the reach of most of the communal farmers. This effect will continue to
promote the use of ethno-medicine in the control of ticks and tick-borne diseases in the study area. Therefore, there is
need for government veterinary department to work with the communal farmers in identifying and standardizing the
plant extracts for wider applications in controlling cattle’s ticks and tick-borne diseases

gl wlals
Tick-borne diseases, Traditional knowledge, Communal farmers, Katima rural constituency
Sabigaw 85HL 5o dlie couls i
* “w * o ) * 3
https://civilica.com/doc/667291

OF. 410


https://civilica.com/doc/667291

£



