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Digitization and the Depoliticization of Museum Access The Situation at the National Palace Museum
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Ranked tenth amongst museums across the globe, the National Palace Museum (NPM) in Taipei is a significant
interpreter of treasures belonging to the entire ethnic Chinese. But, unlike other national museums of monolithic
stature in Europe and the Americas that have largely left political concerns of museum identity and authority to the
previous century to adopt a freer identity as an institution of the global age, the National Palace Museum remains
dilatory in its level of disclosure. This paper contextualizes a presentation of the National Palace Museum’s most
recently created digital platform, NPM iPalace Channel, with an analysis of the impact digitization has had
upondepoliticizing museum access
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